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Amendment 



50.(Amended\ A stent comprising; { 

lurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, 
the plurality of ululating band-like elements including a first band-like element having 
alternating peaks and troughs and a second band-like element having alternating p^aks and 
troughs, the first and\econd band-like elements adjacent one another, and i 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating bandjlike elements 
which are adjacent ope^ffEother each interconnecting element having a first end anfi a second end 
which is offiet/drcumfer^ntiallV and longitudinally along the stent from the first end, 

the first inteVconnec^g elements extending between peaks on the first undjjlating band- 
like element and troughs on tKe second undulating band-like element, first interconnecting 
elements which are adjacent/one another connected to each other via a first path albng the first 
band-like element, the first^atiihaving a first length, and via a second path along ftie second 
band-like element, the second patt\ having a second length, wherein the first path lingth is 
different from the second path ler 



Please add new claim 53 as follows: 



-r§5T(New) The stent of claim^Sffwherein the first path length is longer than the second path 
length.— 

REMARKS 

This supplemental amendment is submitted in response to the Office Action dated 

July 31, 2000. Applicant has amended claims 39-41, 45-47 and 50 to improve th^ readability of 

{ 

the claims. The amendments do not narrow the scope of the claims. New claim 5^ has been 
added. New claim 53 is supported by Fig. 2 as filed. No new matter has been adied by the 

i 

amendments. ; 
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CONCLUSION 



It is believed that the present application is in condition for allowance. Early 
action to that effect is earnestly solicited. 



Suite 2000 

6109 Blue Circle Drive 
Minnetonka, MN 55343-91 85 
Phone: (952) 563-3000 
Facsimile: (952) 563-3001 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 19, 2001 
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39.(Amended) [The stent of claim 1 J A stent comprising- j 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements ha ving alternating neakfe and troughs, 
the plurality of undulating band-like elements including at least two interconnected, non-abutting 
undulating band-like elements located at a proximal end of the stent and at least twb 
interconnected, non-abutting undulating band-like elements located at a distal end the stent, 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating hknd-like 
element, [having alternating first peaks and first troughs, the first peaks longitudinally aligned 
with one another and the first troughs longitudinally aligned with one another,] a second 
undulating band-like element [having alternating second peaks and second troughs? the second 
peaks longitudinally aligned with one another and the second troughs longitudinal^ aligned with 
one another] and a third undulating band-like element, [having alternating third peaks and third 
troughs, the third peaks longitudinally aligned with one another and the third troughs 
longitudinally aligned with one another] the second undulating band-like element disposed 
between the first and third undulating band-like elements, and j 

a plurality of interconnecting elements ext ending between undulating bandflike elements 
which are ad jacent onq another, ea ch interconnecting element having a first end apfl a second ga4 
which is offset circumferentiallv and longitud inally along the stent from the first etui 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elepents and 
second interconnecting elements, [each first interconnecting element having a firstjend and a 
second end, the first end circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end, 
each second interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first pnd 
circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] [ 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the fif st undulating 
band-like element and [second] troughs on the second undulating band-like element, 

the second interconnecting elements extending between [second] peaks on (the second 
undulating band-like element and [third] troughs on the third undulating band-like!, element, 

wherein the number of [first] peaks of the first undulating band-like elemek separating 
circumferentially adjacent first interconnecting elements is less than the number of [second] 
peaks of the second undulating band-like element separating circumferentially adjkcent second 
interconnecting elements. i 
40.(Amended) The stent of claim 39, the plurality of undulating band-like elements 

further comprising a fourth band-like element having alternating [fourth] peaks ai|d [fourth] 
troughs, | 

the plurality of interconnecting elements further comprising third interconnecting 
elements extending between [third] peaks on the third undulating band-like element and [fourth] 
troughs on the fourth undulating band-like element, j 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third 
interconnecting element nearest to it by a single [third] peak of the third undulatirik band-like, 
element and a single [third] trough nf the thiffl undulating band-like element . f 
41 .(Amended) The stent of claim 40 where one third interconnecting element extends 

from every third [third] peak of the third u ndulating band-like element. J 
45.(Amended) The stent of claim 40 wherein the first undulating band-lik^ element is 



[ 



v. 
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characterized by a first amplitude and the second undulating band-like element is characterized 
by a second amplitude, the first amplitude greater than the second amplitude. i 
46 (Amended) [The stent of claim 1 ,] A stent comprising: [ 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating neakjs and troughs, 
the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a proximal undulating ba£d-like 
element of a single first wavelength and single first amplitude having alternating [^rst] peaks and 
[first] troughs, an intermediate undulating band-like element of a single second wavelength and 
single second amplitude having alternating [second] peaks and [second] troughs, aijid a distal 
undulating band-like element of a single third wavelength and single third amplitude having 
alternating [third] peaks and [third] troughs, the intermediate undulating band-like jelement 
disposed between the proximal and distal undulating band-like elements, and 

a plurality of in terconn^'ng elements extending between undulating bandj-like elements 
which are adjacent one another, ea ch interconnecting element having a firstend arid a second end 
which is offset circumferentiallv and longitudinally along the stent from the first ehd, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elepents and 
second interconnecting elements, [each first interconnecting element having a first] end and a 
second end, the first end circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end, 
each second interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first pnd 
circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] f 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the proximal 
undulating band-like element and [second] troughs on the intermediate undulating|band-lLke 
element, \ 

the second interconnecting elements extending between [secondj peaks onjthe 
intermediate undulating band-like element and [third] troughs on the distal undulating band-like 
element, \ 

wherein the first ends of the first interconnecting elements extend from ev^ry third [first] 
peak of the proxirn^l undulating band-like element and the second ends of the second 
interconnecting elements extend from every third [third] trough of the inte rmediate un dulating 
band-like element . 

47.(Amended) The stent of claim 46 wherein the plurality of undulating bafnd-like 

elements further comprises a second distal undulating band-like element having alternating 
[fourth] peaks and [fourth] troughs, the second distal undulating band-like element distal to the 
distal undulating band-like element, | 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including third interconnecting elbments 
extending between [third] peaks on the distal undulating band-like element and [fourth] troughs 
on the second distal undulating band-like element, f 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
element nearest to it by a single [third] peak and a [single] third trough of the dist al undulating 
band-like element. 

50.(Amended) [The stent of claim 1 ,] A stent co mprising: j 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating neaks and troughs, 
the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first band-like element paving 



04/19/01 14:32 FAX 612 563 3001 VIDAS ARRETT STEINKRAUS @009 



Marked-up claims 

Page 3 ! 

alternating [first] peaks and [first] troughs and a second band-like element having Alternating 

[second] peaks and [second] troughs, the first and second band-like elements adjacent one 

another, and f 

ft plurality of interconnecting elements e *tenHinp between undulating band-like elements 

which are adjacent one another, each interconn ecting element having a first end anfl a second end 

which is offset circumferential^ an d longitudinally along the stent from the first e&d, 

[the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, each 
first interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first end circtoferentially 
and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] \ 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the fifst undulating 
band-like element and [second] troughs on the second undulating band-like element, first 
interconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other Via a first path 
along the first band-like element, the first path having a first length, and via a second path along 
the second band-like element, the second path having a second length, wherein thef first path 
length is different from the second path length. j 
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